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Lysenkoism: A Triumph of Soviet Science
Rachel Habegger
The Soviet Union
• Cold War goals: ideological purity, 
superiority over the “Capitalist West”
• Trofim Lysenko (1898-1976)
• Jean-Baptiste Lamarck (1744-1825)
• Change is caused by external factors 
(the environment)
• Soviet famines: 1932-33, 1946-47
• VASKhNIL: Lenin Academy of Agricultural
Sciences
• Persecution of “western geneticists” and 
“Mendelian-Morganists”
• Scientific unity
• Death of Stalin in 1953
• Fall of Lysenko in 1956
The United States
• Cold War goals: ideological purity, superiority over the “Communist East”
• Gregor Mendel (1822-1884) and Thomas Hunt Morgan (1866-1945)
• Change is caused by internal factors (DNA, only discovered in the 1950s)
• The second Red Scare spread to academia: Salvador Luria
• Genetics Society of America (GSA) celebrated Mendel at 
the “Golden Jubilee of Genetics” in 1950
• Popular interest in genetics grew
• The system of heredity supported by a country’s scientists become
a marker in the Cold War
• The redefining of “western genetics” was permanent
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